CT (or CAT) Scan:
Computerized Axial Tomography. This special X-ray test uses a scanner to take clear pictures of different parts of the body, such as the brain, lungs and abdomen. Before this test, you will have special instructions. Please check with Radiology or the clinic nurse for what they are. If you/your child is very young and cannot be still, he/she may need to be sedated or put to sleep with medicine. If so you will have special instructions regarding whether you/your child can eat or drink before the test. A nurse may inject (with a shot) some "dye" into you/your child"s vein so that certain parts of the body will show up better. You will need to wait at least 30 minutes. You/your child may feel warm all over, have a funny mouth taste or feel a little sick. Then, you/your child must lie very still while the pictures are being taken. During the scan you may hear sounds from the scanner machine. The parent will usually not be allowed to stay with the child during this test.
Bone Scan:
A bone scan uses an isotope and a scanner to show the make up of the bones. You/your child may eat and drink before this test. A nurse will inject with a shot and isotope (dye) into you/your child"s vein or central line. You must wait 2 hours while the isotope collects in the bones. After this, you/your child will lie on a table for pictures to be taken. The scanner may be above or below the table and will move over or under you/your child. You/your child must be very still while the pictures are taken. The parent may stay with the child during the scan.
Bone densitometry:
This test is also called a DXA (dual x-ray absorptiometry) or DEXA scan. It is completely non-invasive and measures the density of your bones which can be affected by steroids and other chemotherapies. This is test of choice for diagnosing osteoporosis. Low dose x-ray of two different energies are used to distinguish between bone and soft tissue, giving a very accurate measurement of bone density at the spine and hip.
Magnetic Resonance Imaging. The MRI uses a large magnet, radio waves and a computer to look at the inside of the body. The MRI shows body organs in great detail and can help find small amounts of disease early. An MRI scan is used to look at tumors located in the brain, nervous system and some body organs. You/your child must remove any metal objects such as jewelry and hairpins. If you/your child is very young and cannot be still, he/she may need to be sedated (put to sleep). Then you/your child cannot eat or drink for 6 hours before this test. A nurse will inject (with a shot) some "dye" into you/your child to make certain the body parts show up better. You/your child should lie down and get comfortable on the scanning table.
As the scan starts, the table moves into a tunnel which is open on both ends. A giant magnet is around the tunnel you/your child can talk with the technologist using a special speaker during the scan. When the scan starts, you/your child must be very still and not move. If he/she moves the test might need to be done again. During the scan you/your child will not hurt but may hear some bumping noises. This test takes 30 to 90 minutes. Usually the parent will not be able to stay with the child during this examination.
Ultrasound:
An ultrasound takes pictures of the inside of the body. This is done by bouncing sound waves off body parts. An ultrasound can show the size, shape and place of organs in the abdomen. It can also help to find some kinds of tumors. An ultrasound does not use X-rays. You/your child will not be able to drink "gas containing" liquids like soda pop before the test. During this test you/your child must lie still. A clear gel will be put on you/your child"s skin where the test will be done. This may feel cool. A small microphone will be moved over the skin over the place to be looked at. This microphone takes the pictures for the ultrasound. It doesn"t hurt. During the test, the pictures can be seen on a TV monitor. The parent may stay with the child and watch. It takes 15 to 30 minutes.
